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STATE REPORTS 1ST DEATH 


Tulsa County man had 
only tested positive for 
COVID-19 a day earlier 


By Harrison Grimwood 
Tulsa World 


A Tulsa County man became 
the state’s first resident to die 
from COVID-19 on Wednesday, 
one day after he tested positive 


for the disease. 

Tulsa County health officials 
said Thursday that it also was 
the first case of community 
spread in the county. The man 
was identified by friends and 
peers as Merle Dry. 

Dry tested positive for the 
disease Tuesday and died from 
complications the following 
day. Health officials had identi- 
fied him as potentially infected 


FOR MORE 

Tulsa Public Schools addresses con- 
nections between local school site 
and fatal COVID-19 case. Page A3 


only on Monday. Tulsa Health 
Department Director Bruce 
Dart said it “went that fast.” 
Dry’s family is under quar- 
antine, said Dart, who did not 
identify the man at a Thursday 


Virus 
spread 
outpaces 
testing 


By Harrison Grimwood 
Tulsa World 


COVID-19 is in the community, and 
public lab testing cannot keep up, 
health officials said. 

The state’s first COVID-19 death — 
that of Merle Dry — was also the first 
case of community spread in the Tulsa 
area, Tulsa Health Department Direc- 


tor Bruce Dart 
said. COVID-19 CONFIRMED 
CASES, DEATHS 


“The bottom 
The novel coronavirus 


line is that 

the number of 

lab-confirmed has been declared a 

cases will con- pandemic by the World 
Health Organization. 
Below are the number of 


tinue to not 
be reflective 

confirmed cases as of 6 
p.m. yesterday. 


of the number 
of individuals 
who are likely 


fo be. infect TULSA COUNTY 
E n. CO- Confirmed cases: 5 
“Deaths: 1 
VID-19” Dart ~~. 
said. “The vi- STATE OF OKLAHOMA 
a Confirmed cases: 44 
rus is spread- Í 
ing in our Deaths: 1 
community” UNITED STATES 
State offi- Confirmed cases: 
cials reported More than 11,000 
on Mah 13 Deaths: More than 178 
that they had WORLDWIDE 
approximately Confirmed cases: 
500 tests on- 240,000 


Deaths: More than 9,800 


Sources: Tulsa Health Depart- 
ment, Oklahoma State Depart- 


hand. Officials 
ordered more 
reagents, the 
material used 
to test specimens, the same day and an- 
ticipated their arrival Thursday. 

“Testing capability is dwindling,” 
Dart said. “Not only in Tulsa, not only 
Oklahoma, but also in this country.” 

As of noon Thursday, at least 512 
tests had been performed. There have 
been 46 confirmed cases in Oklahoma 
— 44 in state and 2 quantified as “out 
of state? meaning they have returned 
home out of state — according to state 
health records. There have been more 
than 450 negative test results, and 250 
cases remain under investigation. One 
person has died, and four have been 
hospitalized. 


ment of Health, The Associated 
Press 


» See Spread, page A3 


MORE COVERAGE 


WORK&MONEY 

* Black Wall Street businesses feel impact. A11 
* Local banks close branch lobbies. A11 

* Markets rise with aid hope. A12 


STATE 
* Oklahoma defers April tax payments. A9 
* U.S. Reps. Horn, Cole self-quarantine. A12 


LOCAL 

* Fund established to raise money for nonprof- 
its assisting with COVID-19-related losses. A5 
* Broken Arrow issues proclamation closing 
venues, limiting restaurants to take-out. A7 

* Dozens released from Tulsa County Jail. A7 

* How will closures affect day care demand? A7 
* Organizations warn ‘blood can't wait’. A7 

* Judicial offices, courts close for 30 days. A9 


EDUCATION 

* OU and TU move to online classes; OU 
delays graduation. A3 

* Districts support skipping state testing. A12 


news conference. 

“This family is under quar- 
antine; they can’t come out of 
their home for two weeks,’ Dart 
said. “They can’t conduct the 
funeral for the next two weeks, 
and even if they do at this junc- 
tion, the recommendation is for 
no more than 10 people to be 
gathered. 

“T can’t think of a more heart- 
breaking scenario than that.” 


Dart said most of the county’s 
cases have been travel-associat- 
ed. Epidemiologists found no 
travel association with Dry’s 
case, so “we do know now that 
we have community spread.” 

Metro Pentecostal Church 
officials identified Dry late 
Wednesday evening, asking 
church members to share their 


» See Death, page A3 


SOCIAL DISTANCING ° Front porches provide one way to maintain distance while getting fresh air 


— 


Lok. T 


Chutney and Levi Hutton sit on their front porch with their son Felix, 10 months, in the Brady Heights neighborhood Thursday. The family is limiting 
exposure due to the COVID-19 outbreak, and with so much being shut down the front porch is a good way to get fresh air. MIKE SIMONS/Tulsa World 


Oklahoma's jobless claims spike 


Area initial unemployment claims filed this week 


Jobless claims in the Oklahoma City and Tulsa areas have climbed 
quickly this week. Here's a look at each day through Wednesday: 
Monday: Tulsa area, 253; Oklahoma City area, 593. 

Tuesday: Tulsa area, 876; Oklahoma City area, 1,118 

Wednesday: Tulsa area, 1,114; Oklahoma City area, 2,032 


By Curtis Killman 
Tulsa World 


First-time unemployment 
insurance claims in Oklaho- 
ma have surged this week as 
fallout from cratering energy 
prices and the COVID-19 cri- 
sis take hold here, but state 
officials say they have over $1 
billion saved for just this sort 
of emergency. 

Initial unemployment 
claims in the state for the first 
three days of this week alone 
have more than tripled the 
number filed all of last week, 
an official said. 


The state received 1,836 
claims for the entire week 
ending March 14. Claims so 
far this week have increased 
every day. On Monday, 846 
claims were filed; 1,994 claims 
were filed Tuesday; and 3,146 
were filed Wednesday, ac- 
cording to data provided by 
Robin Roberson, Oklahoma 


Employment Security Com- 

mission Executive Director. 
The jump comes as the 

commission on 


its 28 workforce offices due to 
concerns about the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

Roberson said the public 
ban was needed as the agen- 


McConnell unveils economic rescue plan 


By Andrew Taylor 
and Lisa Mascaro 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — Senate 
Majority Leader Mitch Mc- 
Connell unveiled a sweep- 
ing economic rescue plan 
Thursday to pump $1,200 
direct checks to taxpayers, 
$300 billion for small busi- 
nesses to keep idled workers 
on payroll and $208 billion 
in loans to airlines and other 
industries. 

It’s the initial Republican 
offer on the biggest legisla- 
tive package yet to respond 
to the coronavirus outbreak. 

The GOP leader’s effort 
builds on President Donald 
Trump’s request for Con- 
gress to “go big” as lawmak- 
ers race to craft a $1 trillion 
economic aid and stimulus 
package amid the pandemic 
crisis and nationwide shut- 
down that’s hurtling the 
country toward a likely re- 
cession. 

“We need to take bold and 
swift action as soon as pos- 
sible, McConnell, announc- 
ing his plan on the Senate 
floor. 

The 247-page McConnell 
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Additional puzzles can be found in 
the Sports section in today's World. 
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A worker picks up trash along the Lincoln Memorial Reflecting Pool in 
Washington on Wednesday. The number of tourists is down ahead of 
an expected surge in coronavirus cases. CAROLYN KASTER/AP 


CARES Act puts the leader’s 
imprint on an opening talks 
with Democrats in Congress 
as lawmakers prepare to 
work through the weekend 
to fast-track perhaps the 
biggest legislative undertak- 
ing since the 2008 financial 
crisis. Negotiations start Fri- 
day. 

The GOP leader’s plan 
aims to shore up house- 
holds, businesses and the 
health care industry, which 
is bracing for an expected 
onslaught of patients falling 


ill from the virus that causes 
COVID-19. 

The one-time $1,200 sti- 
pends would be sent to in- 
dividuals — $2,400 for cou- 
ples — phased out at income 
thresholds of $75,000 for in- 
dividuals and $150,000 per 
couple. Additionally, there 
would be $500 payments for 
each child. 

Individuals and families 
could also make penalty- 
free withdrawals of up to 


» See Economy, page A4 


LOTTERY 


Pick 3: 4-9-9 
Cash 5: 4-5-13-23-31 
Lucky for Life: 13-19-24-38-42 14 


Monday 
banned the public from all of 


cy is not equipped to properly 
sanitize the workstations in 
order to keep customers and 
employees safe. 

“Tt is also pertinent that our 
staff is healthy and well in or- 
der to process the plethora 
of claims we are beginning 
to see from the energy crisis/ 
COVID-19 crisis,’ Roberson 
said in emailed comments. 

Some staff in the 471-per- 
son agency have been shifted 
to focus on helping process 
the expected increase in 
claims, Roberson said. 


» See Jobs, page A4 


‘Blazing Hot 
Bingo’ on hiatus 


FROM STAFF REPORTS 


With the current threat of 
COVID-19, the Tulsa World has 
restricted access to personnel 
only at its main office, 315 S. 
Boulder Ave. 

Due to this action, we are 
unable to continue our popular 
“Blazing Hot Bingo” games at 
this time. Effective immediate- 
ly, the Tulsa World is canceling 
the bingo game through the 
end of April. 

We will not have a drawing 
for winners in March and April. 

We will review the continu- 
ation of the game, depending 
on the COVID-19 threat in mid- 
April and consider bringing 
back bingo in May. 

No bingo numbers will be 
published starting Thursday 
through April 30. 

Thank you for your patience 
during these trying times. 
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